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Newquay Airport Rooftop Occupation 

Submitted on Mon, 17/12/2007 - 11:16 



recently formed Kernow and Plymouth Rising Tide 
groups banded together to occupy Newquay Airport 
last Saturday. The protest put a spotlight on the 
airport's focus on climate-wrecking short-haul flights, 
and drew attention to a recent report 
[http://www.groundswellcornwall.org 
/newquayairport] on the airport which shows that the 
economic case for expansion is unsound. (CLICK 'read 
more' TO SEE VIDEO) 

We arrived at the airport on the bus. We weren't the 
most likely looking bunch, but as usual the place was 
pretty deserted and we were able to reach our chosen 
point to access the roof. However our ladder (from a 
kid's bunk-bed) broke, leaving our birdman dangling 
comically. Luckily for us, the builders' shiny new ladder 
was unattended, so we used that one instead! The 







birdman regained his footing and five activists 
occupied the roof. We had two big banners reading: NO 
PUBLIC DEBATE, NO PUBLIC DEMAND, ALL 
PRIVATE GAIN and NO MORE HOT AIR ON 
CLIMATE CHANGE. 

The five activists on the roof were supported with 
music, dancing and puppetry from the ground. We also 
had a media team and legal observer present. 

The press got there before the police. We made local TV 
and radio headlines and expect good coverage in the 
local papers. When the police did arrive they were 
happy to let us have some coverage and even complete 
a TV slot before asking us to get down or get arrested. 
All in all it was a fantastic day, if a bit nippy! For the 
groups involved it was an energising, empowering 
experience. 


Rising Tide Kernow occupy Newquay Airport roof 



[http://www.youtube.com/v/fst8f7YsikI&hl=en_US& 
feature=player_embedded&version=3] 





We are also arranging a public meeting about the 
expansion plans (St. Mawgan Community Hall 12.1.08 
at 7pm.) and are hoping to get representatives from 
Grounswell and the airport alongside ourselves. 


Check out the BBC report on the action 

[http://news.bbc.co.uk/i/hi/england/cornwall 
/7i46i59.stm]. 



Press release sent out on the day: 

Climate Activists Spotlight Newquay Airport 

Climate activists from Rising Tide[i] have occupied 
Newquay airport today. The demonstrators are calling 
for an immediate halt to expansion of the airport [2] 
and a public debate on its future. With banners, leaflets 
and costumes - the peaceful protest calls attention to 
the airport as an obstacle to sustainable development 
in the County. 

Aviation currently accounts for 13% of the UK's 
contribution to climate change and is the fastest 



growing source of greenhouse gas emissions^]. 
Newquay airport offers only domestic and short haul 
flights[4], condemned by MPs[s]. Flying does ten times 
more damage to the climate than taking the train[6], 
while destinations served from Newquay are easy to 
reach by train or coach[7]. 

This year we have seen the worst flooding in decades, 
from central Africa and South Asia to Yorkshire and 
Gloucestershire. Meanwhile, Greece, Italy and 
California have struggled with bush-fires in tinder-dry 
conditions. Despite these warnings, delegates at the UN 
climate talks in Bali continued to resist meaningful cuts 
in greenhouse gas emissions. 

Today's demonstrators are also alarmed following the 
conclusions of a recent report [8] commissioned by 
Groundswell[9], which refutes the County Council's 
claim that Cornwall's future development depends 
upon expansion of the airport. The report concludes 
that the economic case for expansion of the airport is 
weak and that the airport's current operating deficit of 
around one million pounds per year is met by Cornwall 
County Council[io], through higher council tax or cuts 
in services. 

In light of the imminent problems of climate change 
and peak oil it is crucial that local government invest in 
sustainable public transport. A recent report by Visit 
Scotland concludes: "A tourism economy without a 
sustainable transport policy and system means less 
tourism in the long term" [11] 

Substantial public funds must not be invested in a 
project which would increase Cornwall's CO2 



emissions and damage the local environment, under a 
plan which takes no account of rising oil prices. The 
expansion of Newquay airport must be stopped. 

Notes: 

1. Rising Tide is a global network of local groups, taking 
action against climate change and building a 
movement based on social and environmental justice. 

2. Expansion plans, backed by... 

3.13% - from Answer to Commons Parliamentary 
Question 2 May 2007. 

http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/tags/emissions 

4. http://www.flightmapping.com/UK/Newquay/ 
http://www.newquaycornwallairport.com 
/index.cfm?articleid=405i6 

5. The Battle of Newquay: Green lobby launches war to 
curb domestic flights 

By Jonathan Brown and Ian Herbert 
http: //environment, independent, co .uk 
/ climate_change/article23665i2.ece 

6. http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/tags/emissions 

7. http://www.seat61.com 

8. Newquay Airport Expansion The Case Examined 

http://www.mediafire.com/download.php99dytjtz5n2v 

9. Groundswell is an independent group of Cornish 
decision makers 

http://www.groundswellcornwall.org/who 

10. Newquay Airport Expansion: The Case Examined, 
Elizabeth Baines, 

Commissioned by Groundswell Cornwall. Page 40. 

11. Visit Scotland Research ( 

http://www.visitscotland.org), 

Tomorrow’s World: Consumer and Tourist, vol. 2, no. 


l, May 2006, page 12: 

http://www.scotexchange.net 

/tomorrow_s_newsheet_i8o5o6.pdf 

NB: Cornwall County Council became sole owners of 
the airport in 2004... 

Newquay Airport Expansion: The Case Examined, 
Elizabeth Baines, 

Commissioned by Groundswell Cornwall. Page 5. 

NB: Rising Tide activists in Cornwall also took part in a 
recent national day 

of action to highlight the climate impact of RBS (Royal 
Bank of Scotland) 

investments, RBS branded itself The Oil and Gas bank. 
The activists 

appeared with banners and leaflets outside the RBS 
branch in Truro. 

UPDATE 

On Saturday 12th January a coalition of environmental 
groups held a Public Debate about Cornwall County 
Council's planned expansion of Newquay airport. 
Representatives from Groundswell Cornwall, 
Greenpeace, Rising Tide Kernow and Plane Stupid 
spoke at St. Mawgan Community Hall to a receptive 
audience of about fifty. Invitations had been sent to 
The Leader of the Council (Mr. Whalley) and to the 
Councillors responsible for both the environment (Mr. 
Paynter), and the economy (Mr. Mitchell 
).Unfortunately they were all too busy to defend the 
Council's position. We are disgusted that the Council 
chose not to attend the debate on this most urgent 
issue that affects us all. Cornwall County Council's 
decision to expand Newquay airport is globally 


irresponsible and a waste of taxpayer's money. It 
should be challenged by everyone who wants our 
children to inherit an earth worth having. 

An e-petition against the airport expansion is now up 
and running and other plans are taking shape. 
E-petition; http://www.ipetitions.com/petition 
/ stopnqyexpansion/ 
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Subversive Singing Santas Spread Seasonal 
Sanity in London and Norwich 

Submitted on Sat, 15/12/2007 - 18:36 


oday, on 

one of the busiest shopping days of the year, activists in 
both London and Norwich dressed up as Santas Against 
Excessive Consumption and hit the high streets to sing a 
different tune to the usual buy, buy, buy madness of the 
holiday season. 



In Norwich, bearing a festive banner reading Lapland is 



Melting and singing subverted Christmas carols (Welcome 
to Consumer Wonderland, Oh Little Town of Chapelfield, 
etc.), the Santas set up outside the temple to consumption 
that is Chapelfield Mall. 

Many stressed-out shoppers broke into smiles of 
recognition as the lyrics reached their ears: ‘Hit the malls 
with wads of money fa la la la / Breathing air that’s stale 
and sterile fa la la la’ or ‘To some folks Christmas means a 
time for gathering with friends / But TV says it's time for 
pricey gifts and selfish ends’. Mall security however were 
not so pleased with the ‘please don’t shop here’ tunes, and 
the Santas were moved on - but not before sending a 
streak of sanity through consumer wonderland. 

The Santas’ carols also highlighted the fact that binge 
consumption at Christmas-time is directly linked to climate 
change (‘This shopping toil is wasting oil’). Holiday food, 
travel, lights, and gifts produce on average 650 kg of CO2 
emissions per individual. In total, that’s 5.5% of the yearly 
carbon footprint of the UK. 

‘Every gift that's produced, transported, bought, used, and 
thrown away uses up energy that we don’t have, and 
creates emissions that our climate can’t handle. And if that 
product is made of plastic (like all those cheap toys that will 
be broken or discarded in a week’s time), then it’s literally 
made of oil’, said one Santa from Norwich Rising Tide. 

Said another: ‘Us Santas aren’t suggesting you don’t give 
your loved ones presents this year. But why not make one 
or two of them, trade with friends, or buy locally. Think 
about the products you’re buying - what they’re made of, 
where they came from, how they got from there to here... 
and whether they’re actually going to make someone any 
happier.’ 
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BBC Wildlife Magazine HQ Visited 

Submitted on Thu, 13/12/2007 - 11:39 

Fed Up Polar Bear Disrupts National BBC Wildlife 
Magazine HQ 
11 December 2007 

This morning, Tuesday December 11th, at 10am, two 
members of “Arctic Associates” (aka Bristol Rising Tide), 
and one grumpy refugee polar bear paid a visit to the 
national offices of the BBC Wildlife Magazine at the top of 
Tower House in Broadmead, Bristol. More than a hundred 
employees looked on aghast (some winking in support) as 
“J. Smith” from Arctic Associates, flanked by Mr. Pole R. 
Bear, made a long and passionate speech about the sad and 
dangerous irony of allowing the world’s second largest oil 
company- responsible for endangering thousands of 
species through oil spills, toxic pollution, and climate 
change- to sponsor their Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
Award Contest, which is coming to Bristol Museum this 


Saturday December 15th. 



The visit evidently created quite a stir, as employees of BBC 
Wildlife gathered around to hear what the commotion was 
all about, and the press team, directors, and building 
security simultaneously converged on the protesters, who 
were finally asked to leave, after circulating through both 
the 9th and 14th floors of the building, and speaking to the 
entire national staff of the BBC Wildlife Magazine, who are 
now more aware than ever of the historic blunder than was 
made when Shell’s £1,500,000 two year sponsorship deal 
was accepted. 








Ironically, the poster child of this year’s Photography 
Award is a polar bear stuck on a melting iceberg, the most 
visible symbol of the climate-damaging nature of Shell’s 
core business. 

If you’d like to get involved, come to the SHELL Wildlife 
Photography Exhibit PROTEST this Saturday Dec. 15th 
starting at Noon, in front of the Bristol Museum at the top 
of Park St. Please come dressed as any wildlife that SHELL 
is endangering, and invite all your friends- putting a stop to 
greenwashing is a key battle in the war against climate 
change, and we want to stop our public museums being 
used for this purpose** 

The exhibit will remain at the Museum until the 13th of 
January. 

the employees were happy to see us, they hate corporate 
greenwash too... 


More information about the campaign: 


Despite dozens of people contacting the Bristol City 
Council and the museum and asking them to reject the 
exhibition, these requests have been met with excuses, 
buck passing, or simply silence. It’s clear that our leaders 
would rather not face up to the fact that our public 
museum is in fact advertising and greenwashing one of the 
worst multinational oil companies which is wreaking havoc 
on people, wildlife, and habitat the world over (all in the 
name of wildlife protection?) 

Apparently the Bristol Museum, Bristol City Council, the 
Natural History Museum, and BBC Wildlife Magazine see 
no problem with exhibiting photographs of endangered 
polar bears on melting ice as part of a photography 
exhibition sponsored by Shell. Do they think we’re stupid? 

Our goal is to put pressure on the latter two organisations 
to reject Shell as a sponsor, and for Shell to decide that the 
negative publicity involved with sponsoring the 
competition simply isn’t worth it anymore. 




More information about Shell: 

Shell's Wild Lie [http://onthelevelblog.wordpress.com 
/2007/10/04/shells-wild-lie/] 

Shell operates in 145 countries worldwide- one of the worst 
impacts is in Nigeria, where Shell was complicit in the 1995 
murder of Ken Saro-Wiwa, an environmental activist, as 
well as eight others by the Nigerian military junta. 

Shell has been working in the Niger Delta since 1956, 
causing problems to: 

o Local communities - gas flares burn day and night, 
roaring like jet engines and polluting the air with 
thick sooty particles that stick to almost everything 
and have serious health impacts, 
o Livelihoods - oil is a root of conflict and suffering in 
Nigeria. Over 1000 law suits have been filed against 
Shell, yet it still refuses to pay compensation costs. 




o The environment - polluting oil spills and fires have 
occurred for decades due to Shell's rusting pipes 
seriously affecting local villages, biodiversity, and 
contributing towards climate change. 

Come to the protest at noon on Saturday, and let ‘em know 
that Bristolians won’t stand idly by while our planet is 
ravaged, and our museum is complicit in covering up oil 
company lies. 

The time for blind obedience has passed- it's time to start 
disobeying. 

“Where oil reigns, life is hell” 

- Oronto Douglas, Environmental Lawer, Niger Delta 

Community: 
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Shell's Wild Lie 

Submitted on Wed, 12/12/2007 - 19:13 

Stopping Shell’s greenwash at the Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year Awards 
15 December 2007 

It hasn’t been an easy week for the organisers of the 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year Award and the Bristol 
Museum, or their sponsor and proud wildlife destroyer— 
sugardaddy Shell Oil Company. All week, concerned 
individuals from around Bristol have been exposing the 
truth about Shell and the public institutions who are 
helping to greenwash them. 




S SHELL'S WILD L 


~ thtdt it qiveS a* ' F '^l?ov\t the f>(A.r\et : 

www.shelloiledwildlife.org.ukwww.londonrisingtide.org.uk 


On Tuesday, activists staged a protest in the national 
offices of the BBC Wildlife Magazine in Broadmead, 
bringing work to a halt and reviving controversy within the 
organization about their relationship with the oil industry. 

On Friday evening, Bristol Museum hosted a private, posh 
wine and cheese reception to kick off their hosting of 
Shell’s exhibit, with attendees including Dawn Primarola, 
Labour MP from South Bristol and Helen Holland, leader 
of the Bristol City Council, who were all patting themselves 
on the back for caring about wildlife. Bristol Rising Tide 
activists, dressed up to the nines, were admitted to the 
event under fake names, with one activist gaining access to 
the mic, and posing as the Shell public relations director. 
He then launched into a two minute speech (in the style of 
the yes men) thanking the city council and museum for 
helping to allow Shell’s destruction of wildlife to continue 
and calling the melting of the Arctic ice cap a “tremendous 
business opportunity” by allowing access to millions of 
barrels of oil under the ice cap. Amazingly the mic was kept 





on through the entirety of the speech. (Full text of speech 
and video below) 



Saturday saw a highly successful and well-attended protest, 
marking the opening of the SHELL sponsored Wildlife 
photographer of the year exhibition. Dozens of humans, 
about a dozen polar bears, a snow leopard, and a tiger 
gathered, complete with the Wild Lie counter-exhibit. 
Protesters gathered in front of the museum, handed out 
leaflets, creating quite a spectacle. Some eventually made 
their way into the exhibition hall, where Shell’s crimes were 
recounted, and a die-in took place to symbolize all the 
wildlife who have been killed because of oil greed, and who 
continue to suffer the effects of climate change. The 
protest, organized by Bristol Rising Tide, Friends of the 
Earth, and People and Planet, showed that Bristolians will 
not be quiet in the face of corporate greenwash in our 
public institutions. 

Protests are expected to continue at the museum through 





Jan. 13, in an effort to educate the public about the true 
nature of Shell’s activities, and to maintain pressure on the 
BBC Wildlife Magazine and Natural History Museum to 
drop Shell as a sponsor. People are encouraged to go and 
see the photographs and let the museum know about their 
displeasure about allowing a Shell sponsored exhibit space 
in a city-owned museum. 



The protest today also coincided with a shocking report in 
this weekend's Financial Times, [http://www.ft.eom/cms/s 
/o/53058af8-aaaf-ndc- 

a779-0000779fd2ac.html?nclick_check=il It highlights 
Shell's role in the imminent devastation of the Athabasca 
Tar Sands. 

Brian Straub, Shell Canada's vice-president for oil sands 
makes the companies position very clear: "We're clearly 
putting all we have across the Shell world toward 
developing this resource. If we weren't here it would just 
be woods." 




Read more about Shell’s horrific environmental 
record and the controversy surrounding oil 
company sponsorship of cultural events: 

"Shell Wildlife Destroyer of the Year", 

[http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings 
/shell_wildlife_destroyer.pdf] Friends of the Earth, 
October 2006 

Arctic Ice Free by 2013 [http://news.bbc.co.uk 
/2/hi/science/nature/7i39797.stm] 

Tragic History Museum 

[http://www.shelloiledwildlife.org.uk/] 

Art Not Oil [http://www.artnotoil.org.Uk/gallery/v/shell] 

Full text of speech read by Derrick Leavussum, 
“Public Relations Director for Shell” 


Good evening my name is Derek Leavussum, public 



relations director for Shell. I want to welcome you all to 
the 2007 Shell Wildlife Photographer of the Year Award. 
As you can imagine -1 don’t have an easy job, what with 
all this fuss about melting glaciers, extreme weather and 
wildlife extinctions. I’d like to thank the Bristol City 
Council, BBC Wildlife Magazine and the Natural History 
Museum for making my job all that much easier by 
allowing us to sponsor your wild lie-1 mean wildlife- 
exhibition. 

We prefer not to see the melting of the Arctic ice cap as a 
threat to human civilization. We see it as a business 
opportunity. After all, there are millions of barrels of oil 
under there just waiting to be extracted. And we’ll need all 
the energy we can get since we’ve just abandoned our solar 
program. When you see the Shell logo, we don’t want you 
to think about the whale habitat we’re destroying in Siberia 
and Ireland, human rights violations in Nigeria, and 
especially not climate change. This may all be true but the 
fact is that the world needs oil and this is simply the price 
of progress. 

Some say it’s ironic that the world’s second largest oil 
company is sponsoring a wildlife photography exhibition- 
but Shell is truly committed to preservation of the polar 
bear and other wildlife- in photographs if not in the real 
world. Some say it’s the end of the oil age- but we say it’s 
just the beginning- we’re thrilled about digging into 
Canada’s oil sands and with your help we can continue to 
deceive the public into thinking we’re a responsible 
corporate citizen. Thank you all for coming tonight and we 
hope you enjoy viewing these amazing photographs of 
wildlife that Shell is destroying-1 mean conserving. 

Also a special thanks to Dawn Primarola and the Labour 
party for supporting a third runway at Heathrow and 
ensuring that there remains a healthy demand for our 



products. 


The revolution will not be motorised! 
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Homeless Polar Bears in Court 

Submitted on Wed, 12/12/2007 - 15:41 

...and then go with friends to protest again against RBS. 

Four homeless polar bears appeared before Bristol 
Magistrates Court today 14th November. We were arrested 
after blockading the Royal Bank of Scotland corporate 
offices on Avon St. as part of the National Day of local 
action on 15th October called by Rising Tide. The day of 
action was to highlight the role of the Royal Bank of 
Scotland in financing the oil and gas industry resulting in 
climate chaos throughout the world. 



We blockaded the Royal Bank of Scotland's offices by 
dressing up as polar bears and laying on the ground across 
the vehicle entrance connected by concrete filled suitcases. 
(Polar bears and millions of people are being displaced 
from their homes by climate related degradation of the 
environment). After six and half hours of blockading we 
were cut out of suit cases and arrested. 

Today we pleaded guilty to charges of 'wilfully obstructing 
the public highway with a non motor vehicle' (i.e. a suit 
case) and were given a conditional discharge and each told 
to pay £15 costs. In court, we wore T-shirts carrying the 
slogan 'RBS Guilty of Climate Crimes' and did have the 
opportunity to say why we had taken the action. After the 
court hearing, we and friends went to picket the RBS 
branch on Baldwin Street. We took the opportunity to 
chalk on the pavement 'RBS financing climate chaos', to 
hand out leaflets to customers and to have a bear's picnic. 
There is a rumour that there was a police van sitting 
outside the RBS offices half a mile away - possibly waiting 
for us to make an appearance. 'Sorry guys you were in the 




wrong place!' 


RBS are the climate criminals and are guilty of: 

1. Wilfully financing the continued extraction of 
fossil fuels while knowing that this will result in 
carbon emissions that are causing climate 
change. 

2. As a result, causing the degradation of the 
world’s environment to the point where: 


Millions of people can no longer sustain their lives in 
their homelands and so making them environmental 
refugees 

Habitats are being destroyed so that species (such as 
polar bears) are being pushed towards extinction 

l. Conspiring with others, including oil and gas 
companies (such as Shell and Exxon) and national 
governments (such as Nigeria, Russia, Georgia, 
Canada, and UK) in devising projects for the 
extraction, transportation and refinement of fossil 
fuels with little regard to the environmental damage 
and social injustice these projects will cause. 
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Work on Ffos-y-Fran coal mine prevented 
for a day by climate activists 

Submitted on Wed, 12/12/2007 - 13:28 


bulldozer occupiedMore than thirty climate activists, 
including members of the Rising Tide network, joined 
with local residents from Merthyr Tydfil in stopping 
excavation work for a full day on Britain’s biggest ever 
open-cast coal mine at Ffos-y-fran in South Wales. 

On the morning of 5th December, activists evaded 
police and security before taking over the 1,000 acre 
site on a hilltop near Cardiff. Dressed as clowns and 
polar bears, they chained themselves to bulldozers and 
other heavy machinery to prevent work on the mine 
and unfurled large banners. (CLICK ON 'read more' TO 
SEE VIDEO). 

Tim Helweg-Larsen, from Machnynlleth, said: 

“Coal is the filthiest fuel known to man and projects 
like this mine could destroy all our chances of tackling 
global warming. The battle over this hilltop in Wales is 
a fight for the stability of the global climate and it 
epitomises this government’s hypocrisy on climate 
change.” 

Merthyr resident, Leon Stanfield, explained: 

“We’ve protested this mine in all the conventional 
ways. Now we’re turning to direct action as a last 
resort. This project is wrecking both the local and the 
global environment and is putting the health of our 
community and its children at risk.” 

The activists remained at the site until sunset, and later 
returned to the homes of locals who had agreed to put 
them up for the night. 



There were no arrests. 


Polar Bears Populate Welsh Coal Mine 



[http://www.youtube.com 

/v/uuCn5HMl2M4&hl=en_US& 

feature=player_embedded&version=3] 
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Fossil Fools Day, April 1st 2008 

Submitted on Thu, 06/12/2007 - 14:45 







Pull a prank that packs a punch 
www.fossilfoolsdaj.org 


**Three Resources For The Day** 


1. Leaflet to hand out on the day 

Explains the basics of Fossil Fools Day but has a big 
empty white space for you to add the specifics of why 
you are taking action in the way that you are, why you 
are at the location you have chosen and your website or 
contact details. The editable Photoshop files can be 
downloaded here - front [/sites 
/ risingtideuk.ecobytes.net/files 
/FFD%20Leaflet%20-%20Fr0nt%20Final%202008.ps 
d] and here - back [/sites/risingtideuk.ecobytes.net 
/files 

/FFD%20Leaflet%20-%20Back%20-%20Final%20200 
8.psd]. If you don’t have Photoshop, the leaflet is also 
available as a Word file [/sites 
/risingtideuk. ecobytes.net/files 
/FFD%2oLeaflet%2020o8.doc] so you can print it off 
(4 per piece of A4) then physically glue your text in the 
empty space before you photocopy the leaflet. 


2. Local press release [/sites/risingtideuk.ecobytes.net 

/files/FFD%2oPR%20-%2oLOCAL%2020o8.doc] 

(Word) 

This is an adaptable press release for you to use on the 



day. Obviously you will need to fill in the gaps and 
change the tense depending on if you send it out before 
or after your action. Take bits from it or use the whole 
thing - it’s yours to play with. Also see the national 
press release here: http://risingtide.org.uk 
/ fossilfoolsday/press 

3. Now available: Media Q&A sheet - Email us for a 
copy. 

We are in the middle of an unstoppable rise of creative, 
radical, necessary direct action against climate 
change... be part of it, on Fossil Fools Day and beyond. 

Whether you’ve been plotting for months or have just 
been inspired, there’s still time left to plan your action. 
Read on for loads of resources and support... and 
whatever you do, make sure to call or email us on the 
day so we can add your action to our end-of-day round 
up, and show the world what grassroots action against 
the fossil fuel industry can achieve. 

Happy Fossil Fools Day everyone! 

Resources 

Planning your action 
Actions! 

Press 

www.fossilfoolsday.org [http://www.fossilfoolsday.org] 
Email Us 

Phone: 0796191 7535 
Fossil Fools Day on Facebook 
[http://www.facebook.com 
/ event.php?eid=10594570495] 


THREE MONTHS, THREE DAYS OF ACTIONS 

April 1st - Fossil Fools Day... 

May 1st - Mayday Mayday: Invasion of the Climate 
Snatchers... 

June 3rd - The Climate Action Day that bites... 

For more information visit 

www.networkforclimateaction.org.uk 

[http://www.networkforclimateaction.org.uk/] 
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Attachments: 

i FFD Leaflet - Front Final 20o8.psd 

[https://risingtide.org.uk/files 

/FFD%2oLeaflet%20-%2oFront%2oFinal%2020o8.psd] 

Hi FFD Leaflet - Back - Final 20o8.psd 

[https://risingtide.org.uk/files 

/FFD%20Leaflet%20-%20Back%20-%20Final%202008.ps 

d] 

11 FFD Leaflet 2008.doc [https://risingtide.org.uk/files 
/FFD%2oLeaflet%2020o8.doc] 

11 FFD PR - LOCAL 2008.doc [https://risingtide.org.uk 
/files/FFD%2oPR%20-%2oLOCAL%2020o8.doc] 

International RT Hoax Targets Big Carbon 

Submitted on Mon, 03/12/2007 - 21:34 



International Rising Tide network pulled off a Yes Men 
style hoax targeting the 33 businesses and 
organisations that form the US Climate Action 


Partnership (including BP, Caterpillar, ConocoPhillips, 
Dow, DuPont, Ford, General Electric, General Motors 
Corp., Shell and Xerox to name but a few). The hoax 
was timed to coincide with the opening of the United 
Nations climate summit in Bali in an effort to expose 
the disproportionate influence of large corporations on 
the climate negotiations, and the greenwash these 
companies spin instead of taking any real initiative on 
fossil fuel reduction. 

The hoax (involving RT activists from the US, UK, 
Canada and Australia) began with a spoof press release 
which declared that the consortium’s members had 
committed to a 90% reduction in their greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050 and were calling for a moratorium 
on building coal power plants. To support the press 
release, which was emailed to thousands of business 
correspondents around the world, a phony USCAP 
website was created 
(www. climateactionpartnership.org 
[http://www.climateactionpartnership.org]), and 
















journalists were instructed to contact USCAP via 
equally fictional ‘Parsons & Fischer Public Relations’ 
offices, located in each country. 

The story was picked up and run by several media 
outlets and blogs before the spoof website was abruptly 
shut down. The Guardian (having called BP and Shell, 
who both denied the outrageous suggestion that they 
just might be matching their rhetoric with a bit of 
action) and US Reuters journalists realised that USCAP 
members would never agree to such progressive 
reductions in carbon emissions or a moratorium on 
coal power plants, and the hoax was busted. By this 
time however Rising Tide activists had done interviews 
with journalists around the world and even received 
calls from real USCAP companies enquiring about the 
website and press release. 

Rising Tide now intends to change the spoof website 
into an archive of the environmental misdeeds and 
human rights abuses of USCAP’s members. 

Check out coverage of the hoax in The Guardian 
[http://www. guardian.co.uk/business/2007/ dec 
/03/oil.bp], The New York Times 

[http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/12 
/03/more-climate-fakery/] and Reuters 
[http://uk.reuters.com/article/environmentNews 
/idUKN034229692007i203?pageNumber=i& 
virtualBrandChannel=o]. 

Original press release from faux USCAP group: 


For Immediate Release 




December 3, 2007 


Contacts: 

Joan Adams, Parsons & Fischer, 202-684-8097, 
j adams @ parsonsfischer.com 
[mailto :j adams @parsonsfischer. com] 

Jack Escobar, Parsons & Fischer, 202-683-8451, 

jescobar@parsonsfischer.com 

[mailto:jescobar@parsonsfischer.com] 

Information at www.climateactionpartnership.org 
[http://www.climateactionpartnership.org] 

MAJOR US BUSINESSES ANNOUNCE 
COMMITMENT TO REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS 
EMISSIONS BY 90% 

Washington, D.C., Dec. 3, 2007 - The U.S. Climate 
Action Partnership (USCAP), a consortium of 33 
prominent businesses and organizations, announced 
today a commitment amongst its members to a 90% 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. The 
announcement was timed to coincide with the opening 
of a major United Nations climate summit in Bali. 

“In an effort to encourage decisive action in Bali this 
week, USCAP’s members have committed to a 90% 
reduction in their greenhouse gas emissions by 2050,” 
said Matt Leopard, a spokesperson for the consortium. 
“This commitment should send a strong message to the 
assembled countries and businesses about the type of 
reductions needed to stop global warming.” 

USCAP’s members include many US market leaders 
such as Alcoa, BP, Caterpillar, ConocoPhillips, Dow, 


DuPont, Ford, General Electric, General Motors Corp., 
Johnson & Johnson, PepsiCo, PG&E, Shell and Xerox. 
USCAP’s goal is to further public policy that will reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and protect the climate. 

The announcement from USCAP’s members also 
includes a mid-term commitment to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 45% from 1990 levels by 
2020. Following the leads of NASA’s top climate 
scientist James Hansen, as well as bi-partisan political 
leaders, USCAP is also calling for an immediate 
moratorium on the construction of new coal-fired 
power plants. 

Toward this end, USCAP is urging the US and other 
industrialized nations to enact a policy framework for 
mandatory reductions of greenhouse gas emissions 
from all sectors of the economy. USCAP has produced a 
comprehensive set of principles and recommendations 
for scientifically effective, socially responsible climate 
policy. This document, titled A Call to Actioni, has 
been released by USCAP to underscore the urgent need 
for a comprehensive policy shift on energy and climate. 

USCAP is the first consortium of major businesses to 
make such a commitment in hopes that it will yield to 
policy decisions to accelerate the deployment of zero- 
emission technologies and energy efficiency. In 
particular, USCAP is promoting landmark legislation 
for a government funded “Sustainable Job Corps.” This 
politically popular program would create 5 million jobs 
building a new public utility grid based on renewable 
technologies, with a goal of producing 50% of the US 
energy supply by 2020. 



“USCAP has offered a plan for the US to lead by 
example in efforts to protect the climate,” said Matt 
Leopard. “The world governments assembled in Bali 
this week should begin a rapid transition to zero- 
emission energy sources and commit to a 90% 
reduction from 1990 levels by 2050".2 

USCAP’s website is www.climateactionpartnership.org 
[http://www.climateactionpartnership.org]. 
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Buy Nothing Day Rat Race 


Submitted on Sat, 24/11/2007 - 17:21 



mark Buy 

Nothing Day, 12 people from Norwich Rising Tide held a 


Rat Race in the city centre. 


Activists created a mobile rat race that stopped off at the 
city’s busiest malls and high streets. 






People in rat costumes hurried hither and thither between 
the edges of the rat race maze, built out of placards reading 
Work Harder, Earn More Money, Buy More Things, Keep 
Going, while Fat Cats advised that happiness was just 
around the corner if the rats would only keep shopping! 

At Castle Mall the rats were flummoxed by security guards 
who forced them to move on; after all, the rats were only 
telling people to buy more stuff! 


A thousand leaflets were handed out (see below), and many 
passers-by expressed their support. 


Buy Nothing Day 


What's the point of Buy Nothing Day? 

As consumers, we need to question the products we buy and 
the companies who produce them. The idea of BND is to 
make people stop and think about how the stuff they buy 
affects the environment and other people around the world. 

Can't Buy Me Love 

From day one, we're told that the more stuff we own, the 
better off we'll be. But deep down, most of us know that we 
can't buy happiness. Corporate consumer culture also cre¬ 
ates major social and environmental problems. Tackling cli¬ 
mate change, for example, is not just about taking the bus 
and switching off lights. Every product that is produced, 
transported, bought, used and thrown away eats up energy 
that we don't have, and creates 
pollution that our climate can't | I « 
handle. 

So today, take a holiday from the 
race. Relax. Get creative. Spend 
time with family and friends rather 
than spending money on them. 

Want to find out more & get involved next year? 

Check out - www.buynothingday.co.uk 


What’s happening in Norwich to mark the day? 


If you wander over to the Haymarket you can visit the Free 
Shop (2-4pm) and find out about the Norwich Local Exchange 
Trading Scheme (www.norlets.org.uk) and Norwich Freecyde 
(www.freecycle.org). On Gentleman's Walk you can join the 
Meet In The Street conversation (3-4pm) and of course you're 
welcome to join our theatrical Rat Race! 

If you want to help tackle consumer culture head-on, visit 

www.risingtide.org.uk/norwich 






Welcome lo the 
Norwich Rat Race 



... we’re all part of the consumer Rat Race. Join in at the 
back and jostle your way through. Remember to chant the 
sacred words ‘Work Harder, Earn More Money, Buy More 
Things, Keep Going’. Now repeat. Repeat again. Faster!*^ 
There, now you’ve got it. Remember to read the ^ 

adverts - advertisers have our best interests at r-J ^ 
heart!‘Happiness is just around the corner’, ^ 
all we have to do is make enough money to ^ 
buy bigger and better things! 7^ £ 
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LRT Invade Aviation Emissions Trading 
Summit 2007 

Submitted on Sat, 24/11/2007 - 16:52 










































Protesters invade the Aviation Emissions Trading Summit 2007 



[http://www.youtube.com/v/ATi8VVPvm2M&hl=en_US& 
feature=player_embedded&version=3] 

On November 21st London Rising Tide interrupted 
delegates at the Aviation Emissions Trading Summit, held 
at Selfridges Hotel, central London. They interrupted 
proceedings with an impromptu speech and presentation, 
of a box of atmosphere. Free shares for pre Emissions 
Trading Scheme atmosphere were also given out to each 
delegate at the conference. 

Protesters from London Rising Tide were at the conference 
today to highlight the huge risk of accelerated climate 
change through flights. 

This scheme will allow the industry to claim environmental 
credentials when in fact stopping airport expansion and 
reducing flights is what is required. The fact that these 
permits will be auctioned at a bargain price will further add 
to the lack of impact that this scheme will have on the 
aviation industry. 


ETS is an easy way for the super polluting aviation industry 




to cover themselves with greenwash. 


The back of the shares to the atmosphere read: 

We hereby grant you the right to make great personal profit 
from the destruction of the human race of which you are a 
part and from who's existence and misfortune you have 
benefited greatly. 

We grant you the right to own the air that we breath and to 
fill it with carcinogens and green house gasses. 

If our government does not subsidise you with a sufficient 
volume of the air in which to store your pollutants, we 
grant you the right to buy farming land and natural forest 
habitats from less fortunate peoples, to evict them from 
their homes and to replace them with monoculture 
plantations of eucalyptus and mango. We grant you the 
good fortune to be too busy making money to find out 
about the consequences of your actions for your fellow 
human beings. 

We grant you the right to avoid at all costs the investment 
of your hard earned money into technologies free from 
fossil fuels. We recommend you spend lavishly to lobby 
government and do not get ahead of the game and 
outsmart your peers instead by developing safe, carbon- 
free methods of transport. 

May you forever continue to blame your peers, your 
shareholders, the passengers, for the decisions you play 
your part in enacting. May you never think to reduce your 
flights, to take a positive action, to play your part in 
averting disaster for your fellow beings. 

Carbon Trading. Not a way to tackle climate change. 


LRT invade ETS 



www.risingtide.org.uk 
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Rising Tide is a grassroots international 
network of groups and individuals who 
take direct action to confront the root 
causes of climate change and to promote 
local, community-based solutions to the 
climate crisis. 



Rising Tide UK, 62 Fieldgate Street, London, El 1ES 
Tel: +44 (0)7708 794665 

Follow @risingtide_uk on Twitter 


Find us on Facebook.com/risingclimate 


info@risingtide.org.uk 
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